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Featuring soloists Emily Jurek, Jeremy Jerim Myung  





Conducted by Chris Wild, Nehemias Calsin & Kristii Rasmussen 
 
Howard Performing Arts Center 







Allegro Maestoso from Piano Concerto No. 1 in E Minor .................. Frédéric Chopin 
Emily Jurek, piano 
 
 
Allegro Moderato from Violin Concerto in D Major ............ Peter Ilyich Tchaikovsky 
Jeremy Jerim Myung, violin 
 
 
Rhapsody-Concerto in D Minor ...................................................... Simon Luke Brown 
Simon Luke Brown, violin 
 
 
- INTERMISSION -  
 
 
The Genesis..................................................................................................... Max Keller 
I.      Tohu 
II.    Raquia 
III.   Peri 
IV.   Kokab 
V.   Tannin eth Oph 
VI.   Adam 
VII.  Shabath 
Nehemias Calsin & Kristii Rasmussen, conductors 
Stephen Zork, narrator 
   
 
 
PROGRAM NOTES CONTINUED 
 
The Rhapsody-Concerto in D minor (the slightly abridged version of my first full violin  
concerto) attempts to reconcile and update the 19th century stylistic tradition of the violinist
-composer with some of the more popular influences of 20th-century symphonic music. It is 
dedicated to Professor Carla Trynchuk. 
In a mysterious introduction, phrases of a plaintive chorale are offset by wandering  
cadenzas from the soloist. After droning out the fully formed chorale, the soloist than  
introduces the main folksong-like theme before ominously presenting the first portion of the 
one-and-a-half quotations in the piece. The cipher in the notes of this quasi-quote is left to 
the keen-eared to solve; its furious appeal is stern. This dramatic interlude morphs into an 
intense allegro and eventually a jovial sort of swing-dance. Abruptly pausing, the violin then 
sobs out a mournful transition that contains the second quote; the principal viola joins the 
soloist for two bars of Debussy’s String Quartet as a nod to the late violist, quartet-mate, and 
friend of the composer, Colin Fenwick. A lengthy development and recapitulation follow. 
After a snarky reiteration of the swing-dance, the orchestra commences with a coda and  
finally the opening chorale is forcefully called, ending the work intensely. 
 
 
The Genesis by Max Keller is a programmatic work for orchestra, depicting the biblical  
account of the creation week as described in the first two chapters of the book of Genesis. 
Each day of creation is interpreted through a corresponding movement. The narration  
accompanying each movement can be found in the King James Bible, Genesis 1 & 2:1-3. The 
first movement interprets the chaos of a formless world, followed by more rhythmical,  
harmonic, and melodic structure in the subsequent movements as the Earth is formed to  
resemble something more familiar. The creation of woman in the 6th movement reflects 
Genesis 2:18 which says, “…It is not good that man should be alone…” by the theme  
depicting the creation of man failing to conclude. This theme is reestablished after the  
creation of woman bringing the day to a close.  The orchestra rests in the final movement 




Frédéric Chopin (1810-1849), a renowned Polish composer and performer, completed his 
Piano Concerto No. 1 in E Minor at the age of 20.  This work was premiered in 1830 at  
Warsaw’s National Theatre featuring Chopin himself as the soloist.  In his short life, Chopin 
achieved unprecedented fame as a masterful soloist.  He was also revered as a  
talented composer based largely on his shorter characteristic piano pieces.  Both of Chopin’s 
large piano concertos were composed as “show pieces” for virtuosic soloist and contain many 
challenging passages that demonstrate the performer’s high skill level.  In this work, Chopin 
crafted the orchestral accompaniment to support but not overshadow the energy of the  
soloist.  This concerto has often been described as spirited and imaginative, and is noted for 
its colorful melodies. 
 
Peter Ilyich Tchaikovsky (1840-1893) was among the first Russian composers who became 
internationally famous.  Tchaikovsky’s Violin Concerto in D Major, composed in 1878, is his 
only work of its kind, but has become one of the most well-known pieces of violin literature 
of all time.  Originally, Tchaikovsky intended for violinist Leopold Auer to premiere the 
work in 1879, but Auer eventually refused the performance as he wished to edit portions of 
the solo part to make it more “suited to the character of the instrument.”  Tchaikovsky’s  
violin concerto was finally premiered in 1881 in Vienna with Adolph Brodsky as the soloist.  
This concerto includes many virtuosic passages for the violinist interspersed with beautiful 
melodies for which the composer has become well-known.  The cadenza of the Allegro 
Moderato is known to be extremely technically challenging for the soloist.  In this concerto, 
the violinist is supported by the full orchestra, and at times both entities engage in Tchai-
kovsky’s colossally heroic main theme. 
 
ABOUT THE CONDUCTORS 
Chris Wild's performances have been lauded as "insatiable" (New York Times), resulting from his  
enthusiastic pursuit of musical connections. He currently serves as Conductor of the Andrews  
University Symphony Orchestra and is co-founder and conductor of the music theatre troupe Après 
L'Histoire. As a cellist, he performs frequently with the Chicago-based Ensemble Dal Niente,  
described as a "superb contemporary-music collective" (New York Times) noted for its "bracing sonic 
adventures" (Chicago Tribune). Recent performance highlights include appearances at Walt Disney 
Concert Hall, the Metropolitan Museum of Art, Millennium Park's Pritzker Pavilion, and the Palacio 
de Bellas Artes (Mexico). As a guest conductor Chris has led subscription and education concerts with 
the Peninsula Music Festival, Oregon Bach Festival Orchestra & Chorus, Windsor Symphony  
Orchestra, Illinois Valley Symphony Orchestra, and Camerata Antonio Soler (Spain), as well as  
rehearsals with the Rochester Philharmonic Orchestra and South Bend Symphony Orchestra. Chris 
began his cello studies at the age of five in British Columbia, Canada, where he would later win first 
place in the strings category of the Canadian Music Competition. He moved stateside to attend the 
University of Michigan, where he studied with Erling Blöndal Bengtsson and Richard Aaron and won 
first place in the school's Concerto Competition. While at Michigan, he also developed interests in 
conducting and music education, recognizing their potential for engaging with new listeners. After 
establishing himself as a musician and educator based in Chicago, Chris returned to graduate school to 
complete a DMA in Orchestral Conducting at Northwestern University, studying with Victor  
Yampolsky. 
 
Nehemias Calsin Molleapaza was born in Puno-Peru. Graduated from the National University of  
Music of Peru, he received a scholarship to study at the National Experimental University of the Arts 
of Venezuela. He began his musical studies at the ESFAJ and trained as an orchestra conductor in the 
Orquestando Peru program. In 2005 he began his studies of Orchestra Conducting with Wilfredo  
Tarazona and received a masterclass with the conductors Luca Pfaff-Piazza (Switzerland), Angel Gil 
Ordoñez, (Spain), Parcival Modolo (Brazil) Germán Gutiérrez (Colombia), among others. He was  
Assistant Conductor and Instructor of the System of Children and Youth Symphony Orchestras of 
Peru (Minedu), He has conducted the National Children's Symphony Orchestra of Peru, Fadba  
Symphony Orchestra (Brazil), Youth Symphony Orchestra of Peru, Symphony Orchestra of the  
Peruvian Union University, founder of the Children's Orchestras project in Bahia (Brazil). He has 
been the first horn of the National Symphony Orchestra of the National University of Music, Simón 
Bolívar Symphony Band of Venezuela, National Youth Symphony Orchestra of Peru, and on several  
 
ABOUT THE CONDUCTORS CONTINUED 
 
occasions, he has been invited by the National Symphony Orchestra of Peru. In July 2005, he was selected  
to integrate the Latin American Youth Symphony Orchestra (conducted by Claudio Abbado, Gustavo 
Dudamel). He has participated in festivals in South America, Central America, and the Caribbean. He was 
one of the winners of the National Concert Competition Wolfgang A. Mozart Lima 2006, has performed as  
a soloist with the National Symphony Orchestra 2005, 2006, 2007, Piura Symphony Orchestra, CNM  
Symphony Orchestra, National Police Symphony Orchestra. He received masterclasses with Fergus 
M’cwilliam (Berlin Philharmonic), Will Schwaiger (Austria) Edward Brawn (United States), Ulises Aragón, 
Fernando Ruiz, Fernando Mora, (Venezuela). He has been a student of Professor José Mosquera. In chamber 
music, he worked with Wolfgang Schlachter (Austria), he has played with Fred Mills (Canadian Brass).  
He is currently Graduate Assistant of the AU Wind Symphony, a member of the Andrews University  
Symphony Orchestra and studies the master's degree in Orchestral Conducting at Andrews University.  
 
Kristii Rasmussen was born in Columbus, Wisconsin. As a small child, she decided she wanted to be a music 
teacher just like her parents. She began singing around the age of two, and piano instruction by age five. 
After spending time in Lansing, Michigan where her father was pursuing his doctoral degree, the family 
moved to College Place, Washington where she began formal violin lessons with Kathleen Spring, and soon 
joined the string orchestra at Rogers Elementary School. When she was about thirteen years old, she  
happened across her father’s conductor’s score for Mozart’s 40th symphony and started trying to understand 
what she saw there. Some time later, while listening to the local classical radio station, she recognized the 
melody from the score and eagerly began to follow along. This opened a new realm of understanding for 
her, and she soon began reading through as many scores as she could find. She continued to play violin and 
viola through high school, and following a family move to Collegedale, Tennessee, pursued her bachelor’s 
degree in Music Education with an emphasis in violin first at Southern Adventist University and finally at 
Andrews University which she completed in 2009. Though Kristii began her teaching career prior to  
graduation as a private violin instructor and as the Strings and Handbell teacher at Ruth Murdoch  
Elementary School during the 2007-2008 school year, she began her full-time teaching career at Rogue  
Valley Adventist Academy in Medford, Oregon in 2009. In 2013 she accepted a call to work at Sandy Lake 
Academy in Bedford, Nova Scotia where she remained until the spring of 2019 after making the decision to 
return to Andrews University to pursue her master’s degree in orchestral conducting. She currently studies 
conducting with Dr. Claudio Gonzalez, and serves as the graduate assistant for the AUSO.  Upon completion 
of her degree in the spring of 2021, she plans to return to the field of education and continue teaching young 
people to love music, and to pursue their dreams with excellence for the glory of God.  
 
ABOUT THE SOLOISTS 
 
Born and raised in British Columbia, Canada, Emily Jurek is a 19 year old Junior Piano Performance Major 
at Andrews University. At age 7 she entered the piano studio of Dr. Shelley Corbett, after pleading with 
her parents to put her in lessons. In 2014, she began studying with Lori Elder and participating yearly in 
local competitions. She was chosen to continue to the provincial competition for 4 consecutive years from 
2015-2018, and was awarded runner-up in her age category twice. In June of 2018, Emily completed her 
Associate Diploma in Piano Performance from the Royal Conservatory (First Class Honours with  
Distinction). She began studying with Dr. Chi Yong Yun in the fall of 2018 when she matriculated at  
Andrews University.  That year she won the Young Artist Competition, and soloed with the Andrews  
University Symphony Orchestra in January 2019. Emily attended the Montecito International Music  
Festival as a scholarship recipient in July 2019. In addition to her piano studies, Emily sings in the  
university choir, studies conducting with Stephen Zork, takes voice from Charles Reid, and serves as a 
church organist and pianist. In her rare free time, she enjoys taking long walks, spending time with friends, 
baking, hiking, canoeing, biking, crocheting, knitting, and reading. 
 
Jeremy Myung is a senior violin performance major from California.  He was accepted into Andrews  
University with the Dare to Dream scholarship.  Jeremy was a member of the Colburn Chamber Orchestra, 
Colburn Youth Orchestra, and concert master of Temple City Highschool Honors Orchestra.  He is  
currently a concert master of the Andrews University Symphony Orchestra.  He has also participated in 
the Idyllwild Music Festival and Southern California Junior Bach Festival.  Before coming to Andrews  
University, he studied violin under Theresa Woo, Pasha Tseitlin, and Cheryl Scheidemantle.  He is  
currently studying violin with Carla Trynchuk.  In his free time, he enjoys playing the guitar, producing 
music, and woodcarving.  After graduating from Andrews University, Jeremy plans on getting his masters 
degree in music and opening a violin studio.  
 
Simon Luke Brown is a student of violin, music history, theory, voice, musicology, composition, viola,  
conducting, and, in general, a total geek. A 21-year-old junior born in Olympia Washington and raised in 
Davis Oklahoma, he studies Violin Performance at AU with Carla Trynchuk and dabbles in the rest on the 
side. Beginning violin at age four, his parents saw to it that practice became routine, much to his disgust. 
Finally, at age 12, he discovered a passion for music that has never left him. He has been a soloist with the 
Oklahoma City Philharmonic, a Concertmaster of the Oklahoma Youth Orchestra and the Oklahoma  
Summer Arts Institute, a composition student of Jerod Tate, a bass in University Singers, a conducting  
pupil of Miguel Harth-Bedoya, a two-time member of the National Youth Orchestra of the USA, and was a 
selected concertmaster student at the Brevard Music Institute. His limited non-musical interests include 
studying history, geography, and linguistics. 
 
 
